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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-17 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 30 May 2006 is/are: a)D accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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Application/Control Number: 1 0/5 8 1 ,062 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3679 

Drawings 

1 . Figure 13 should be designated by a legend such as —Prior Art— because only that which 
is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). 

2. The drawings are objected to because: 

a. An inappropriate cross hatch pattern is used for rubber elements 4 & 40. See 
MPEP 608.02 for the appropriate pattern. 

b. In Fig. 10, the reference character 2d is used to indicate the mounting lug 2a. 

c. Reference numerals 2 & 4 are used to identify features in Fig. 1 and then reused 
to identify modified forms of those features in subsequent figures. 

3 . Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 . 1 2 1 (d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
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be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

4. The disclosure is objected to because at page 14, line 1 "holes 2b" should be changed to 
holed "2c". 

5. The detailed description of the invention is objected to as failing to provide proper 
antecedent basis for the claimed subject matter at claim 1, last paragraph and claims 5, 9, 1 1 and 
15. 

Claim Objections 

6. Claims 6 & 7 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c), as being of improper dependent form 
for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel 
the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

7. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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8. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

a. Claim 1 , line 14 recites the limitation, "extending in a direction parallel to an axis 
about which the flanges rotate" but the feature that extends in a direction parallel to an 
axis about which the flanges rotate is unidentified. 

b. Claim 9 recites the limitation, "an overall peripheral part of the mounting plate in 
a reduced thickness" The meaning of the limitation is unknown. 

c. The term "slightly" in claim 10 is a relative term which renders the claim 
indefinite. The term "slightly" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not 
provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the 
art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

10. Claims 1, 4-10, 13 & 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Strachovsky, US 2,457,507. Figs. 1-3 show a rubber element for a compression elastic coupling 
including a drive flange 3 provided with a plurality of drive ribs (the portions of the flange 3 
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between the slots 12) circumferentially arranged at angular intervals and a driven flange 6 
coaxial with and spaced from the drive flange and provided with a plurality of driven ribs (the 
portions of the flange 6 between the slots 12) circumferentially arranged at angular intervals, the 
rubber element being adapted to be interposed between the drive rib and the driven rib so as to be 
compressed when power is transmitted, comprising: 

a pair of mounting plates 9 attached respectively to a pair of rib surfaces (see Fig. 2) of 
the drive rib and the driven rib which are spaced and opposed to each other; and 

an elastic member 8 made of rubber (see col. 2, line 13), the elastic member being held 
between the pair of mounting plates which are spaced and opposed to each other, the elastic 
member being bonded to joining surfaces of the pair of mounting plates; 

wherein the pair of mounting plates are respectively provided with circular protrusions 
10a protruding toward each other in central areas of the joining surfaces or lateral areas of the 
joining surfaces including the central areas and extending in a direction parallel to an axis about 
which the flanges rotate. 

Fig. 6 shows the protrusions would essentially extend the entire width of the plates and 
that the mounting plates and elastic member having substantially rectangular shape. 

Fig. 2 shows the overall thickness of each plate 9 is reduced/less than the thickness of the 
inner peripheral step 10. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

12. Claims 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Strachovsky. 
Fig. 6 shows the mounting plates have substantially rectangular shape, but Strachovsky does 
expressly disclose a square shape. However, it would have been an obvious matter of design 
choice to make the plates in the shape of squares, since such a modification would have involved 
a mere change in the shape of the plates. A change in shape is generally recognized as being 
within the level of ordinary skill in the art. In re Dailey, 357 F.2d 669, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 
1966). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

13. Claims 2, 3, 1 1 & 12 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 
35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations 
of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Simon, Murrell and Teufel each show a compression elastic coupling. Vocke shows 
a rubber element. 
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15. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Greg Binda whose telephone number is (571) 272-7077. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30 am to 7:00 pm with alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571) 272-7087. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Greg Binda/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3679 



